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Pg 6 ard of the other, Gui/lam in his Difplay of Her uldry, mentioneth concerning one 

Heraldry, of that Name eſpecially, that his Merits do, require, that, his Coat Armour ſhould 

Pag; 107. be expreſſed in that feleted mannegy'st Blazoning, which is fitting to Noble Per. 
ſonages, in reſpeQ of his noble Courage and high Attempts atchieved, whereby 
he merited to þe reckoned, The Hongu of.our Engliſh Nation, and.« 


is RY A ©} 


\ Age, who C | : 
5 65, ingly he had his Education im the Famjligyof Proteſſors of Religion; His 
Heart was enclin'd to love Books, and to delight in Learning from a Child 3 and 
ED MP: Calling : Agwerably unto this, 
s of Gramma$ K 


About the beginning of the ſeventecrith yekr of his Age he was ſent to the Uni- 
verlity of Oxford, to be skilled in the Atts and Sciences, in that corrupe unſcriptu- 
ral way and manner as then it'was;"and till, is ; therg he#tgok two Degrees, tho 
little advancement he"tyadenn ſuckyScripture-Leaming as n 
has experienced to Beformd'and UſThl: There he 2inatnee 
and twentieth year of his Ape. OF 
"Tn this Time Univerfity-Wits had ſomewhat tainted and ſowred him with a 

atoſt the (iri& 
( the Land hy mot v4 


ſerious | erate tho ? 
VOEfHt 64 bins Conv lon,cven whillt, | | 
ule il 1 naWc & LOONL 1013S. > 4 ©, NOT NE: WO! 
wfarmatt ts £ penPerſecutor, 
v Iiely mare tow: 
expolinp of his Life to open danger, when's 
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And in his Youth, voftencimes 'by Tert ann Wo 


Ry years under « ſpirit: ideation to Feat, | 
wherein he _ | 


h Mae Rs: the Golph and | cl n 
that thiuz was the x | on 


pe his detent þ years e's aw, \ Wind | held bim back froth meny Sins.-- Ohee w 

mpering about one-Sjn, which was preparing far another Sin; thou| 
ny then aQually commit either the one or the other, a- Voice with 
Jabd Hanned pon the plare ? which quickly ſent 'him-cv his privace* 

-and fer him- about Praying; Reading, /Confeſling, Humbling 'wotk 5 and 
times he was put upon Fatting,” rhinking'with- himſelf -to conquer Conv 
and Temptations, too much going forth i his own firengrh, and deptnd- 

upon Duties 3 which yet Experience told hith were all too weak in this Cont- 
t without help from Chrit' a»d his Spirit. - Ar other ſeaſons there ware Biveet 
&, eſpecially upon reading the Hiftory of Chrift*s Life, Suffctings and Death, 

yery 0h mclt him into Tears, and kindly aſſect; 2nd Woe over 


Sn d 


dare not ſay, bs one Miniſter told Mirhi concerningbier hoes ' 
Avon \A Self-Father, or, his own Spirituat Fachet 3 his meaning being 
tip 1 Hou Converter, 'begotten and born by tha 
y | 't6 name his Father, He, of and by. w 
a from Above, was AbiJob, Fob-my Father 3' 4b El; eh i 
3) 4bi-be, He, and' the Alonemy Father | He > 1802} 
x fo th6lJowelt World ttr his Spiric; in the Guiph and ſotne- 
v- Hells" ſs fo there have been' two rnoie tewarkable! 'paſſages at ip 4; 
s, wht his! Heart wasHiktn into nearer S roy to,.and cloler'tellowthi; 
hen fole and ſeriouſly Iſettin ; kanſt1f <0 enquire ir inco onh 
1'Efte To feld ; inity ro thefe Tetinb, 'That he muſt 


Mew Learning *- whereja-myich- of 'thatiw 
rogether, amongſt a lictle ſomewhat thar was-rue-ar nee af 
begin (as it it'wert) Religion, und all anew, aud cakciall trom Chritt, 
word putely end only, with a 'Promite, aa uhpema ed anger 

by cien ie was clearly | 


Duties, be muſt take the whole Scripe ure along Swich him, bo 
Teſtament to be for him, here-ever\th&hdly Spirit doth cake occaſion to ixeat 


#0 $5:y%s tht, light.and pork ving WQcol, 
os un k y- ay yi | 


am..; Lat 56 111241 amronE 51G: 14928 
Preaching, i Work? 


whomuch Aeeded &0 have becti 


| le ha compoſed | 
eral. aſes; with, great variety3) 
$:Word; :and he.muſt-now: 'rrulk ito! the alhliance and in 
Irace andof. Supplication, , who has not 


eriptions. were required, che LORD fobn 
the: Queltion. upon, Shems, Mind. and/ Heatt, .notfo 
| lea Co ion of humancly i 
£9cx _ a total, thorow, Noncouformiſt, tho 
idden,bigt a! chat ti | 
noured bh yith ſomewhat of 2.) 


ut p Tongoh yeats: 
Pſal.48. cho $METIOS i nl jnak: te-thas of Pew] © he had a Clear: view of Ch 
Kd9 " *OINEd QUrhanllty 'Dy; an Ky Of Faich, He fi tting;in the. 
'HEm1314 feds and ie pr 145; if he, had conver 
1 Joh.1 4 
| Mat. 28.1 


aid e Tis 


do i 


WAemS 


$&f 


pt to -n0--mag > op z eb 
# gr the! Apoſtles, yet-calleth himſelf the leaf 
jand pronounceſh bimſelf unworthy. to be ſaidto be. \p 
ted the Church of - Chriſt.  He.was but'a Miniſter, by whc 
» People believed 3 yet appointed of ,God for thoſe gieat Ends, 0 
of Sinners to Chri, and{iot: building ther up in Chriſt, that the LO 
haveall the. Glory, for Paxl. was not any thing in and of. himſelf. 
i" The LORD wondertully. owning/him, and bleſhng, of his Labobjs; in 
ſpreading and deep-rooted Converſions, in planting of New-Tettament- 
| Churches, and many other- ways 3 falſe Apoſtles, : and-others, envying and 
pf-him, do now.call.into *queſtion his Call to the Miniſterial Office and Work, 
whetherit were lawful-and right or not; becauſe it was, not ſome way | as theirs 
_ which they would have impoſed upon him, to which he:could not ſubmit., 
«This putshim-upon making of an f Apology,, to defend and magnify. his Othc 
pe wioe.ny he.were a Fool in glorying, if. any ſo: thought or judged hi 
| churgeeble on thoſe who ſo compelled him thereunto, [that . the Minds'of. yo 
Converts might not. be troubled, nor. the {WO ; of the Goſpel other ways 
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"Hhew was ; eminent y gitted, 

He was much Graced by the fame Holy | 

+ He had: ſpecial Call thereunto by, Chrift. himſclf. voy 
Nl -had fuch « Sight of Chriſt, and ſuch a Voice from Cheſt, relating to this, 


+3 5 He had: ſealing Teſtimonies from Heaven; in the Hearts of Multit of his 


. 
oy % 


e roof > Ss io Power communicated to him, for a further Conkit- 


of the ins his Call, and Truth of his Dodrine: ET” 
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fit which refers unto Men is tl is 
» #0 jb has bog 
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cebat cle, , as 
's, in. ſeveral p 


*2 Cor.i i.4. 
& 12 11, Eph, 
3.8, 1 Cor. 15. 
8,9,10, &z.3z 
6,7,22- 


* i Cor.g.t. y 
3. i Cor.tz. : 
3455s 


+ 1 Cory. 3; 


: Gal.1-15,16, 
So was Fere- 
mah; ch.r.5. 


So was Jobs . 


the Baprif, 


Luk:1.15,t6 
So Chil, and 
{31/414b,chap; 
49. Y.1,5- 

7 See 
48.6. 
| 1 Cor. g.t. 
*2 Cor. ts: 
3,415. 1 Cor; 
9.12. 
tAQs 14-1; 
+4. 


wert "not found” ſuch, 
; Exro 2. ShEs: 63: In the New 
e was 7Jobn d by*he Prophecies of Iſaiab 
by > Chiift ordained twelve Apoſtles, and foventy Difciples, and cal- 
t: toth Office and Work of the Miniſtry 3 and they: from Chriſt ordained 
k s Acher has to ſay, that he has ittoſhew undey the Hands 
Hall, for Deaconſh \ and: for hying on of Hands, ( who 
xeftion, Whether he was perſuaded in his Heart, that che Holy 
+? he anſwered, That he was fo perſuaded ) and 
are for Ordinat n by a Claſſical" Pregbytery, (1 meddle por here 
ntroverſy, Whether a Fiſhop and a Presbyter be both but one and che 
cer? ) [Feud tzainſt his Commiſſion, and if they ſhould take'in Inde- 
ional Miniſters to join with them in the ſame Charge, he 
he has the Approbation of a Dean, and of Canons, of Aﬀoci= 
h Presbyterian and Independent 3 allo of Tryers/in t 

'w o wereappolnted for the examining, and the ſending forth of 

able fit Men to preach the ( I and to take upon them the Care and Chary 
Souls, tho he never was before theth, "He her did he apply himfelt yato them for 


-If6 has Gor he the > People Choice and Call, do reaſon the Caſe with 


be receiv 
thern. The 
h-Diſc 
ing ond Kknowledg 


ences, ) They thus rejecting to 
eupon Providence Fs him as 


le: ra Call th 0 "ON | the moſt populous Towns in al Dorſetſhire, 


0 jouſar 1 UL qt = - þ a1 - 'by Multi 


Y <3 
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fo 3... 4 


; pe (4) | 
one Presbyterian. Miniſter, ' and another 4 NO whid) ible 
up by Shen Acher himſelf, and all to ſuch fatisfaQtion and with ſuch r joycit) 4 
-about two thouſand or more preſent, as that the' Memory theredf. he | ppoferh; 
ſtill kept alive in the Hearts of ſome hundreds of them. Fd 7h 
After this, about five years and half after, 'he being hotouted with an Impriſon- - 
-ment for Chriſt's ſake, for the Goſpel ſake, ' for Righteouſneſs Take,” for the Ele@'s 
_ Jake, he gathered a Church there in that phace of Continement; towards the.end of 
which Impriſonment, upon a ſolemn Faſting day, fo far as their light in thoſe 
matters did attain, the Brethren and Siſters. then prefent thankfully owned their 
profiting underhis miniſterial Labours,and gave a large Teſtimony to his miniftetial 
Othce and Work 3 only this muſt be remembred, that, at ſeveral times upon ſeve- 
ral occafions, he in the hearing of ſeveral of them,did always reſerve to himſelf che 
liberty of anſwering of ChrileF Cal to any other Place or People; for, he was the 
LORD's, having given uphimſelf unto Him, to be wholy and only at his diſpoſe, 
and not to be during Life faked down to any particular Place or People. 
| Once more, fince his coming to London, he has been gathering of another People 
and that Church with whom he now walks;did all ſuch of them as were then aqu- 
ally in Fellowſhip, upon a Solemn-Faſt-afſembling, communicate their Experien- 
ces to one another, how much the LORD: had bleſſed his Labours upon their 
Hearts,and towards the cloſe of the work of that day, (not by Impoſition of Hands, 
or Ordination to the miniſterial Othce, or any thing of that Nature, which was 0- 
penly fo declared both by him and them.) One of them in the Name of the reſt,in 
Prayer to the LORD, did by ſtretching out of his Hands, as others alſo of them 
di commend him unto the LORD in a ſpecial Meſſage to the Sabbath Churches 
in Wilthire, Hampſhire, Doreethhire, Gloceſtarſhire, and Berkſhire, which was under- 
' taken by him, and proſpered with deſired Succeſs, the report whereof at hb return, 
cauſed Joy to all the Brethren and Siſters in Fellowſhip. Fo 
. This is ſomewhat of that, - which he here brings in as an Argument uhto Men, 
| whoare urgent for ſuch outward, common, ordinary, Calls to' this Office from 
Men, : | Eon | Ken 4 ey 

This wasa choice piece of the Beauty of this Providence in this his age of grow- 
ing-Light: For, let any one convinced of the Seventh-day-Sabbath, have been of 
what Judgment ſever, yet fill there had beena Receiver of him into Church-Fel- 
lowſhip, whatſoever his Principle had been. | We ee 
If atter all this, it be more deeply reſearched into, and he becloſe and home put: 
to it, what he himſelf doth mainly and ultimately reſolve his inward, ſpecial, more 
than ordinary Call intoas to the minitterial Office and Work 3 "he defireth, rhat, ſo 
far as the Caſe will run Parallel with Pax!'s; (though he heres as before, gives the 
preheminence to Pawl ) it may bein a Brotherly mannerand Chriltian way admitted 
and received, ; OE | 
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av} bathe Holy Spiicfor its She is grieved at. Heart, and afflicted in ' Spirit, to 
., behold the over forwardneſs of fo many.m the preſent Age, who-undertake to be 

lick | Teachers. of Others, when. divers of them do necd to'be categtizing}y- 

'fau Ft themſelves, 

.. Since his more thorow paſſing i into this Office, the Holy Spirit wis doth divide 

* Bf 68. 11.18 . his Gifts to every Man feverally as he will, hath in ſome meaſure * Gifted him for 
Eph. 4. 7,859. It; [6 which he would ſpeak thankfully, as acknowledging it. to be meer Grace and 
10,11,12,13- "tpecial Favour 3 for, he aſcribes nothing of che Spirituallity of it to his own former 
\Philoſophick Studies Or ſelf Acquirements or human Infiructing, but, it was di- 
+ Vine pe Teaching, and Gifted infuling from Heaven : fo withal, humbly with (clt- 
 abaſing, that, all this; while he has made no further progreſs in @ Fittedneſs and 
Abit for this Calling i in the proper peculiar Endowments for it : though this he 
"can fay through Gracez that, for thele laſt ſevente$n years, more eſpecially for the 

laſt fourteen years, he has had.in.the Strength and Supplics of the Holy Spiric, an 
 indufirious mind to trade with his Talent received 3 and there is ſeldom a day, 
_ + Mat, 25. 29. wherein ſomewhat more is not, according to the f Promiſe given unto him ; and 
Fong 4.10. * he remembers well, that, for about ſeventeen Years ago, though he hid ſome 
7+ 3, 6:  Kknowledg of the Hebrew and Greek, Tongues before, yet this Meditation taking ſen- 
Lok? 19. 12,-- ible hold of his Heart, /that, when, he went thorow the Bible, and examined the 
26. 1Cor.7.17. Gifts of Miniſters there, he could not find any one Miniſter of Chriſl lawiully called 
'by him co that Office, who did not underſtand the Words of fehovab Alohim in 

their Original Language 3 that which did ſo quicker him up_ to pray for, andto 

endeavour after amore growing Skilfuloeſs. eſpecially in the inner knowledg of the 
Hebrew Significations by the Holy Spirits Teachings: that, the'\ferious Thoughts of, 

"and nnexpreſbble Advantages by, thig Scripture Learning, do abide with: him to 

this Day : and he doth judg it very requiſite for thoſe who conc<rn themſelves in 

this Calling, to lay this more to Heart 3 had not the Holy Spirit ſomewhat Gitted 

imyfor this employ, he ſhould (till tear and doubt, he had never called him to it. 

. * The ame Holy Spirit has in a meaſure Graced and SanQifyed him for this Holy 

- FunRion. This alſo as before concerning Gifts, he doth write with the ſame thank- 

fu]. humble Acknowledgments., It is 50t every one, who doth'pretend and pride 

N imſelt: as Gifted, yea ſuppoſe him to have great common editying Gitts, whois 

thereby preſently commiſhoned by. Chriſt for the Miniſterial Office 3 ſceing ſome 
ch are notoriouſly ſcandalous Livers, bitter Perſecuters ot the daints, open decla- 
xed Enemies Re the Power-and Paris of right Worſhip,and of other true good 
lip : edg of thoſe Weapons of, Know- 


] 2 Tim. EI be are aa Frog rae; Bn ponders, || what Men of God, what chic? 
x Tim. 6.11. Men among the People, how holy,.how unblemiſhed, how unblaweable, how ſos 
x Sam. 9. 6» 7+ berand TE» t, how temperate, how moderate, how ſound minded, how wiſe- 


os. how modcit, how well behavouzed, how titly attircd and well 


"pack. aa. adorned, how hoſfitaliſh and harbourous in a.courteous receiving, and entertaining 
* throwughour, Of. Scrangers, how apt, able,. hr, appolire to teach, well-habited and diſpoſed for 
- 6:24. ! derly -clear:convincing-tcaching z endued with 2 good Faculty of iofiructing and 
The <4 2a of diſcip| og of others, how nofirento Wine-bibbing, or to Excels in any 
Rev.12,3.ch4, Other Strong rink. which makes Drunk,- not. an Ale-ſtake, as common Tipler, 

u Per. 5. 1,--4. not one thi t loves teſling of Cups not a ftriker, ſmiter, or beater of others, :not 
a= oſs Forgracd heat, or of military Fierceneſs, not filthily-gaining, not cove- 
2-4 , confly ing, t upo diſhoneſt baſe 0; how equal.full of Equity in all things : hows 
urteous, gentle, paticnt, how unbrawling either as. to Speeches or Adions, de-= 

lining the offe mopenfonnl ſinful cantendings ; ,nolover of Silver nor Idolizer of 

ney.; how well governing, hi is. own, Family, Houſhold; having bis Children 

2 in. $ubjeQion, under Diſcipline, in good orders fatth- 

A Wi pon, i, the Sin of Cog dt mgG 
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to queſtion, or into Coutt for any maniſe(t 


mfclt's "not. 
he of goodneſs, of good, 
ow Iw Conti- 
nent: how firmly adhering to that faithful Word which is eons: - 
Dodrine, that fo he may be able alſo to exhort in DoGrine, fuch as is hedlchful 
and ſound, and to convince ſuch who are contradiQing and gainſaying ones 3 riot 
attending to Jewiſh Fables, or to Precepts of Men averſe from the Truth, or turn- 
ing Truth away, or turning frotn the Truth, one ſpeaking thoſe things, which do 
become ſound DoGtrine 3 a Feeder of the Flock of God where he is : a carctally- 
watchfully-overſceing one, rot forcedly, but willingly, freely, with a prompt or 
xeady Mind 3, not imperiouſly domineering or.lording it over thoſe allotted to his 
Care and Charge: being Exemplary to the Flock 3 one, who belicyeth and prepa- 
reth for the Appearing of the chief Paſtor, to receive and carTy away an unfading 
Crown of Gloty : one, who gives himſelf to Prayer,. and to the Word ; whoſe 
Wite muſt be ane who is honelt, who proves conſiant, no Calumniatrix, not a 
deviliſh Slanderer, or falſe Accuſer, no malicious DetraQter, one ſober, ' faithful iri 
All: what a Star, what an Angel! When theſe Qualifications, and many more that 
might be added, are brought and put together, to meaſure, as by a ſtraight Rule, 
many of thoſe by, who lay claim to this Offi-e, that doth put Shem Acher upon 
deep Sighing, and makes him ask this Queſtion in his Thoughts, Where do the able 
faithful Minitters dwell ? | 
He' has had ſome ſignal Calls to this Office by Chrift, eſpecially at three times; 
one about fourteen years ago, another about ſeventeen years ſince, of both which 
an account has been given before for ſome other purpoſe, and once before both theſe, 
when with the former ot theſe laſt two-he did ſet himſelf, by Faſting and Prayer, 
to know the Mind of Chriſt, whether he had indeed ſet him apart to this Office : 
In all which times he had ſatisfying Anſwers, and Signs tulhlled quickly after in 
ſome remarkable returns by eminent Converſions, | 
He has had ſuch a fight of Chriſt in the North, as was cleat and evident to his 
Eye of Faith, chiefly more at one Seaſon, mentioned before, which was made ſo 
real to him, and has more or leſs fo continued for ſo many years Night and Day, as 
doth leave it out of doubt with him, ina degree, as if he converſed with che Per- 
fon of Chriſt himſelf, ſo far as Shem Acher in this ſtate of ImperfeQion, has a Capa- 
city of walking with an exalted Chriſt in his ſtate of Glory, '- 


$ 


ww 


As for the Sealings on Earth, of his Commiſhon received from Heaven, in the - 


Hearts of converted Sinners, of edifyed Saints, of comforted Souls, he had rather, 
others would ſpeak ang declare than himſelt 3 however feeing ſomewhat may be 
expected from him, as to this Parrallel, he doth *-give thanks unto God, who 
eſpecially for twenty years or more, has cauſed him to triumph in Chriſt, and has 
made manifeſt the favour of his Knowledg by him, moreor leſs in every place, as 
he has travelled up and down with the blcfling of the Goſpel of Chtiſt: For, (be- 
ſides ſome ownings of him and of his labours before whilſt he lived in a little Pa- 
riſh) when he was calted to that Neighbour Town ſpoken of before, there was as 
hopeful/a budding and blowing of young ones there and in the Neighbourhood,and 
he hopes much good brought forth to the praiſe of Grace in and by many 3. there 
being yet alive ſeveral ſcores who can, as he fuppoſeth, ſomewhat ſenſibly call to 
mind the Truth of this : befides what the LORD hath done by him in two Coun-' 
ties during his Impriſonments for above nine years, - at which time fome were be- 
gotten again? in the bondsof the Goſpel 3 and alſo what good and gracious effects 
his preaching of the Goſpel has brought forth, by the Spirit and Bleſſing of God 
upon his Works fince his Liberty, inany other place, particularly near and in Lon- 
don 3 For | "REN - 7X 
red, ekfed, comforted, vohrangd $245. dn coma; of our LORD Jeſus 
Chriſt at his coming ? For, theſe are his Glory and Joy, © a 0 ah 
. WH doors owe: ſuch as Pax! had, he doth-not pretend to this, 
either'for all the Kinds, or for thoſe high Degrees, a 
was honoured withal : yet this he can 


ther, the Son, and the Holy-Spirit, that his lobim hath done wonderful things 
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y in Truth tothe Glory of Jehovah, the Fa« 


* 2 Cor. 2. 14; 
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+ what is his Hope or Joy or Crown of rcjoycing ? are not even a conver<- +1 Theff 2 


20, 


for 


Ment) 
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for and upon him, and maryellous Works by him for and upon-others, as to-heal- 


ing Cures both upon Spirit, Soul, and Body, and allo as to:the executing of very * 
fore threatned Judgments againſt and upon divers of his implacable, Adverſaties ; 
whereof there be Witneſſes, as to what was open and publick : the particulars 


whereof would make this Narrative too long ; only one Experience, he ſhall im- 


part, which wis a great ſecret of the LORD Chriſt's uling him as his Adminiſtrator 


a n Having, by much labour in his work in the forementioned Town 


about twenty years ſince; broken his Sirength, which cauſed a Rupture, he uſed 


ſuch means for a Cure, as the mott skiltul Phytician, and ſome others moſ} experi- 


enced in ſuch caſes could help him to, all which proved ineffeQual 3 whereupon his 
Thoughts were inwardly at work, upon this Enquiry, whether chere were not 
ſome other way for his Cure to be fought after * This was brought upon his Heart, 
that, * the Ordinance of Anointing the Sick had not been uſed: he was convin- 
ced of the need and uſe of this Ordinance, of the ſtanding preceptive and promiſing 
part of it 3 but, knew not whither to his ſatisfaction to go, or ſend for a right 
Adminiſtrator, the Miniſters generally in thoſe parts at that time, cirher not ha- 


- ving Light or Faith therein, and ſome of them openly oppoling of it : hereupon a 


ſecret Voice whiſpers, that, as a Meſſenger from Chriſt, he ſhould adminikter it v 
on himſelf, the caſe being (o circumſtanced 3 which accordingly he did, and felt 
the healing ſixcogthning Effect of it quickly : which has continued for many years, 
ſo that, he knows not, but, that F Sanative Virtue having been drawn down from 
Chriſt, by a touching of him, by the Hand of Faith, in a way of believing on him 
and on his Word, he is well healed, though {till under and for Chriſt he uſe apt 
means for thecontinuance of. this great Mercy in order to Service: all the praiſe be 
to him for his Mercy, and for his Truth. ] | 

So that what. Fobn the Baptiſt ſaid in the ſame caſe, both as to his Baptiſm 
and Miniſtry, 4 Man can receive nothing, except it be given bim from Heaven, $hem 
Acher doth apply to his own Caſe, who hath not in'this Matter, fo far as the Re- 
ſemblance here doth anſwer, taken what is lawful and good, but what has been 
given unto him thus from above. In the Hypotheſis or Suppolition, that one ſpe- 
cial Argument or Matter upon which Fobn was then diſputing, thoſe Words are 
referred to what went immediatly before, relating to the 'Miniſterial Othce of 
Chriſi, or of » Fobn, or of both, as to Teaching and Baptizing: Both Jobn the 
Miniſter, and Chriſt the Maſter, having received Gifts, Graces, and a Call from 


Heaven to exerciſe this honourable Function, or delegated Employment they both 


having been owned and dignifted with a Divine Teſtification from above, which 
gave and confirmed them in their lawtul Authority fo to act, ( Mat. 21. 25. Jobn 
I. 23. & 3.11, 25, 26,27, 32,33.) Theſe right Words, altho more generally 


- Jaid down, have great force of ſtrong Reaſon, and of convincing Argument in 


them, to prove, - That a Man can receive nothing, take nothing to himſelf, as to 
ſuch a Call and Office, and the Execution thereof, in a regular way, and right 
manner, by due Commiſſion, and warranting Authority, except it were firſt given 
him from Heaven : For tho legitimately to give, and legitimately to receive, are 
related to-cach other, and ſo are together at once; yet-in order, to give is firſt :. 
And therefore tho the. Verb be in the Preſent Tenſe, 4 3 Sing. Pref. Subj, yet. the 


Participle is in the paſt Time, I&Sepadvor, Partic, N: ut. Pret. Paſſ, Not an , no Man 
good Conlcience, Heb. 5. 4. is to take this Honour to him(elf, but he. 


of: right 8: 
Kar 6 of God, ordained and appointed thereunto by his Word-Warrant, 
(Numb. 16,10. 1 King. 13. 33. Luke 3.2. Ads 23.5. ) Not any takth: As to 
the matter of Right none can juſtly take, none ought to take 3 tho many as to 
matter of FaQ have taken, 'and:do take, without Gift from Fchovah Zlobim, the 


great Lord over all, It being a FunRion of Divine Inſtitution, and of ſpecial Fa- 


 vour, of great Honour, and of weighty Care both ordicary and extraordinary 


Miniſters muſt be able to prove their Call, Heb. 5. 4. & 3, 2. Fer. 17. 16. Amos. 


7.15. Rom.1,1, 1 Pet. 1. 1, 4 Tim. 4. 14. Epbeſ. 4.11. Exods428, 1. 2 Chron. 


13. 9, 10. 1 Cor. 12. 28, 29, I Sam, 23, Where any have upon their own Heads 
{et the a running, or have been puſhed forwards by others, whom the Lord 
concerns:them to conſider how they will anſwer ic.” | 
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ith-a Defenceas tg Men's falſe chargings, + wherein he can jul 


lead his .Ofhce in their Day and Court, though in ſome 
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zgh againſt him for.which to.condemn him: O how much Wiſdom and Love. 


_ He has patiently born the ſecret Artifices, 
him and to.decry his Miniſtry for about theſe fix years laſt paſt, as being made wil- 
liog.codeny himſelf, to take up his Croſsdayly, and fo to follow Chritt : but ha- 
ving long obſerved, that ſuch do ſtill trouble the minds of divers, who have been 
hopefully coming on, and do lay ſtumbling-blocks in the way for the hinderance of 
others, whereby Goſpel-work has been at a ſtand, the Sabbath Cauſe wronged, 
many. Souls prejudiced, and the Honour of our LOR D at lkaſtdarkned,, to ſay 
xo More, he doth now judg it high time (having had ſeveral louder Calls there- 
unto of late) to do publick and open right to this-Cauſe. (and to ſome. other after 
Cauſes and Caſcs) where others have done it ſuch publick and open, wrong, which 
$8 but an ad of warrantable regular love. towards himſelf and towards others: and 
alſo an a of due Equity,' and of diſtributive. Juſtice, for the wiping off of unkind 
Catumnies and injurious Aſperfions imputed and caft upon: an honourable Office ; 


about which he hath been many and many a time * prejudgedand condemned (as 


alſo in other caſes) before his Matters of Fa and of Right! have: been known, or 
he himſelf heard 3 thus has his filence in this cauſe been miſinterpreted a confeſſion 
of Guilt, . If any ask, why this had not been brought forth ſooner, he has much 
to ſayin anſwer, if he would enlarge : but in ſhort, ſome hints he has-already gi- 
ven which-carry forcibleneſs of right Words in them, to the impartially intelligent 
and ſpiritually diſcerning 3 and he hoped, that, the Experiences of many in this 
City, upon whoſe Hearts the LORD had ſcalcd to the. Office of his Miniſtry,might 
have put ſome timely ſtop to the further ſpreading of ſuch defameings. © Belides, it 


bt 


* has the righteous Judg manifeſted: towards Shem Acher, in that he has found our >. 
- ways] herein to juſtify. him from that wherein he can and doth comden 3c 


|  . And this igove Ground and Reaſon for this preſent * Apology, which is an An-. 


c65 of his Caſe, the Searcher'of Hearts, and the Tryer of Reins, can find matter &. 


by (5 S ' , 


bk. 
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comdemn. him- 


and open Attempts of ſome todefame_ 


Ir. 


* Prov: 18:35 


he 


is evident to him, being led far into the myſiery and meaning of this Providence 3 - 
that, this is the fitteſt ſeaſon for the pakng. the preſent Apology : and, if, &i- 


ther ſome will charge him with Vanity and Pride, with Folly and Vain-boaſting,. in 
writing ſo much upon his. own Defence, or, if it have another effect than manyare 
well aware off, for the putting of ſeparate Churthes upon. A further ſearch into the 
Scriptures of Truth, about the right conſtituting of Churches, the lawful Call to 
the Miniſterial Office and: Work, and ſome. other weighty Ordinances, ſpoken un- 


' to in this Paper, it will much concern thoſe; ' who make, the exception duly to 
ponder, who is chargeable, Whether the Apologit, who in a Cauſe and Caſe 


Office, of w 


ce and juſt Plea? or - unfricndly 

| ' who have compelled him hereunto ? which advocating for Innocence, i far 

* ie is Innocetice, has Scripture-Warrant + bothgjn the Old and, New Teſtamene 3 

fo that, if he have been a Fpol in glorying, they are others who have neceflitated 

him thereunto. Ts 
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circumſianced doth make his honeſt Defence a 


- * He. was baptized upon this eminent Converſion, and clear Call to the Office. 


and Work of the Miniſiry. . ink £5 Ano Po Ro 
. He being ſent more to Preach the Goſpel, than to Baptize, though this were in 
his Commiſſion too. Phey were not very many paris nyt, a nr wy Arg 
weindge/thathe had baptized in his own Name, which he doth expreily deny and 
grebarbe had agpored ie Mis Om Ot and baptifing to be baptized, 
- whereupon. he doth. 


misju 
diſown. He is called fipon not to tarry, but to ariſe, ; 
and-waſh away his Sins, cal Ir on the Name of the Lord 3 


. He having had fuch Calls, and ſuch clearings up of this Call, to this Miniſterial 
pe Ol which large an Account has been Tho, clpecially at thoſe {Slemy 
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+ Heb. 6, 5 2, 
Mart. 3- 135143 
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4. 1-—17. 
AQ. 9. 18, 20. 
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Ev0d. 29. 4 
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{7 
wt, $of Faflin and Prayer, - when he ſet himſelf Gre ferious eatneſt to be fa- 
A ooncerning this his Cali from Heaven;by the Holy Le leaving fone ſealing 


Teltimony thereof upon his Heart, according to the Word,” at ſuch a needful tide 
when he was under ſome perplexing Doubts and diſtreſſing Fears, about this Call, - 

vg thus prepared for it, as is already rehearſed, the Light of (among ſorhe 0- 
heed two Truths and Daties of this Age were evidently made known unto him, 
_ the one of the Seventh-day weekly Sabbath, the other of perfeQing Believers Bap- 
* tiſm (he doth Jeave others hers, whoſe Caſe at preſent-is, or hereafter may be 
* more concerned in this Matter, if ft be not already perfeqed upon and in them, to 
confider, whether then,. if there be otherways a fittedneſs for, -and a Call to, the 
Miniſteria FunRtion, it may not be proper and uſeful to enter upon this Office with 
ſach* perk of Baptiſm now they are grown Believers ? fo were the Prieſts un- 
der the Old =" 7 Lnbens (which is mentioned not at all to reinforce any Old Te- 
ftament- Shadow, Figure, Type, or Ceremony, now under the preſent New Te- 
"ftament-Adminiftration of Grace) ſo was Chriſt 3 ſo were his Apoſtles : ſo was Paul, 
let the Spiric of God from his Word ſpeak with Men's Hearts about this. * 1 forbear 
in this place, toadd any further Arguments for, or Advantages by, this.) 

\ Theoccafion of his'pafling into the Scripture-Path, of the weekly ſeventh-day- 
Sabbath was this ; A'near and dear Brother, and Friend of his from the Councry, 
wrote this 'Caſe of Conſcience to him 3: whether, the firſt day of the Week, as com- 
monly obſerved by.almoſt all Chriſtians, or the ſeventh, which is the laſt day of 
every Week, in the weekly returns of it, were indeed the weekly Sabbath, acco- - 
ding to God's Command ? or in words to the ſ>me effect, for it is now about ſixteen 
years fince 3' and he earneſtly deſired the Opinion and Judgment of Shem Acher upon 
Ge Caſe. Upon the Receipt of this Letter, he was ſomewhat ftartled at this new - 

ſal, though he was not fo fully ſatisfied for fome years before about any word- 

Le ves th for obſerving the firſt day (as a Siſter in Sabbath- Fellowſhi Pp, COnver- 
7 under his Miniftry, a ſhining Ornament to her holy Profeſſion, whillt here be- 
bw, but now above with the LORD, informed and reminded him, that, when 
ſhe propounded the very ſame Caſe to him about fix or feven years before, he gave 


, hera very faint unfatisfaQory anſwer,as if he ſcarce were then a Cordial Favourer of 


. thac firſt day 5 for, tho he preached up Sabbath-Duties and Priviledges-in that 
Town, yet his Aſfiſtant-was, as one part of his Work, to engage in the Contro- 


_ valy,” which was the limitted day. 28 he the firſt receipt of that Caſe, he was full 


of other wotk and employ, about his own and other Caſes, and hid it afide for 
neara Month 3 the das whoſe Spirit was tender in this Caſe, as in many other 
new Caſes, ſcnta ſecond Letter,” with renewed importunity, requiring and expc- 

a ſpeedy Anſwers. Upon this,” Shen Acher ſpeaks to Febovab Zlobim, to Fa- 


'+ ther, Son, and Holy Spitit, to Chriſt God-Man,in Pray NR and then makes 
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Scriprure-Teltimonles to be & the Men of his Counſ: od being under an Obliga= 


£ ek. 63S the whole Scriptute alon vith him, for the refolving and determining 


"afide all his form Apprehenſions,” and no longerto- parle 
wIth Þ for mane Traditions; phical zrguings, Carnal reafonings, or any other 
| + cit tural fires, <7 took his Bible ,which he has now had about forty years, 

. and Lear he was well uſed, indo could with the more readineſs turn unto apt 
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olyRefo is mine, the Iſſues and Succeffes 'of things are-the LORD's, 
| He 'py a obſevred the Seventh-day-Sabbath for ſome-'tume, but with great 
ifficultics; abd fore Trials, and diſtreſſing Hardſhips in the Prifon : \ He imparts 
the LORD's Teachings of him to one, and then to another privatcly, who. gave 
place inthem to'this Word-Truth and Law 3 and'ſo unto ſome others, as:they 
were capable of receiving it. And when four or five were hopetully gained over, 
herould hold no longer, and could not but ſpeak the Truths and Things of Chriſt 
ina-mote open Declaration, and publick-Profeſſion ;— which being underſiood - by 
fome Miniſters and others, two Miniſters came'to him in the Priſon, alittle before 
the end of the fixthday, with vchement carneſt importunate delirings,”” beſeechs 
ings, and entreatings, and other arguings anfl charmings, that, he would forbear, 
- tho but oneday, the next day; which was the ſeventh day,to conſult and conſider 
of ſo weighty a matter; in ſo great a change for one week, Oh tor one week longer! 
His Anſwer. was quick; ſhort, full, and reſolved, in the Strength of the LORD, No, 
he would not putit off one day tnore, it was clear as the Light to him, through the 
whole Scripture, and ifhe ſhould put away from him this Statute of Jehovah, tho 
| but for one day, he knew not, bur that the Holy Spirits quicknings, teachings and | 
comfortingsof him, might withdraw, #nd Convictions be darkened and deadned : 
Fromithis time, tho Sufferings for'Chriſtcame on, yet Conſolations by Chriſt did 
abbund, and the Scriptures did ook with a clearer Face 3 ſuch is alſo the Experi- 
ence of many others, who are upright-hearted walkers with Chriſt, and thorow 
Jllowers of Chriſt in this way of his Command. The very next day, therefore, 
theſeventh day, he celebrated as the weekly Sabbath day, openly witnejling to it, 
and publickly declaring for it, from the Word: remembring, * that of. his LORD 
7" Chriſt, To this end was T born, and for this canſe came I into the World, that, I ſhould 
314.0! brarapitneſs unto the Truth ; every one that is of the Truth, begreth my Voice. This was 
 ,** the fayingof Chriſt himſelf a few hours before his Death. Since that, Shem never 
1 + -.*. Inet with any ObjeRion, that could ſhake or ſtagger him, but all wrought for his 
£ {4.1 ---. fuller Confirmation and Eſtabliſhment. Bs 
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Appointment of their LORD the next Morning, if not pre- 
Ther ;kep efore- the ending of which day, 
Judgment, which did put a flop 


that. whole Action for. that time. -'Th ORD wiſely ordered, and graci- 
having be! | wrotightoff from all other whatſoever, to bring all 
his whole Word, to Him and to it only, had 

d fuller epportunity to:conſider before/hand, how it might be done in 
y, and to compare what he could meet; with afterwards, pk might 
arcr Inlightning, or turthet E lark of the 
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vr Believers: Baptiſin, ſome 
2e-mind who gave him Chri- 


ſan 
by 


OY 


kx5 but, his Spirit was not (acisfied with any.one of them; - For;..as. & ES 


nibanco;and milepplyed, .and recoil upon, tt c his Ca = 
vn. Believer, tt in anyccixcumſianced Cac.he have a ſufficient Call to Wo 
; 45 {ſuppoſed co be not altogether dead, | i 
tao 3/ anda living Perſon may do-ſuch an 
1, and. rilfing again... Let a Swallow ſpeak. i py 
Bixd,that, in the beginning of Autumn, it gets among the Canes ot Reeds: Speculom | 
phere.it;hnks it {elf into the Waters, thus dying and burying it ſelf, and at the be: 4%%, p: 488: 
| ginning of the Spring it riſcth up alive again.. Being in London, and making enquiry 
| * there, his difatistaRtion grew 0n:; For, upon ſcarch made concerning, .. either a 
 Firſt-or-Afcer-Adminiltrator of this Ordinance, he was informed, cither by. printed 
Records, or by credible Witneſſes, that the Adminiſtrator, was, , 
—Either, a Self Baptizer 3 ſuch he new not one lawfully authorized thereunto ; 
-(which yet) he will not totally condemn, eſpecially, _ if a Call KS. ati 
ehereugto from the LORD. The Grounds and Reaſons whereof are not tit to be <5<rz» and 
brought in here, particularly, tho the diſcerning Reader may catch at Hints enough Hithrachate, 
apes of doth follow. There are Hebrew words, which do {ct out ſome ſuch Wath- wr gg 
ings, that are in two Conjugations, one of which Conjugations, Hithpabel, is al-. :4ph. Heb. 9; 
ways ſo, and the other Paſſive in Niphsl is often, figniticantly * Refleive -both 29+ Lev: 15. 
| Adtive and Paſliye upon a Man's own (elf: And there being ſome Typical Baptiſms ©: Ge, Gen v0 
: 26.2500 If : 'Klbo $2 ; be : + £7469 1 17. 10, Oo, 0 
by che Inſtitution of Jebovab' &lobim in the Old Teliament,z as allo another Ordi- Rom. 4.11: © 
p | | * R REL | : | a Ws F* l. 2+ I. « 
In the Greek a Paſlive Verb, has often an AQtive hgnification, © See for this P.oſor's Greek Sacred Grammer of the New 
Teſtament, p- 147, 148 149. in' many Scripture-Inſtances. 'Thiis alſo in the Lerim theireatre divers Verbs; which 
are called avrom mg» fuch as Paſiiiely do work ARively upon a Man's ſell, Set Danefies lis Paralipemens, 


P- 78» » 80, $115 $2, 83. ; £ - ey, 243 £5 dh EE $i C14 | 

In = Greek, Words of the Middle Voice have often an Aiye bgnification; ſometimes a Paſſive,now and then both; 
"x Cor. 10. 2, tGanriouyro. 3 Plar. aw. 1 Med, Th res I (themſelves) were baptized i? the Cloud and in 
the Sea: Thus ir was i.1 ihe Types, which Moſes ſanQtitiying by the Wotd and Prayer, the Iſraelis yer in aud under 
of themſelves- | Thus, 4. 22. 16. Bar)ron 40r., 1. gpper, Mood baptizing (thy, ſelf) be.thou baptized. She 


# 


her will not fa there was nothing at ail of this ſelf-ba , 1 by Chriit's 2ppot tment upon himſelf; tho hereſoly e$ 0 
gp the AQ © another, of Chciit himſelf, upon him, bein the CAP: 5G ant kiln.” i, apes 4 
* - 48. 22: 16, The deeper reſcarch that Shems Achey doth make into rhis Scripture, the: more Note-worthyneſs lots i 


| in it. There are two Verbs in-its Beit]rons, and & 70AL&THE both of: them relari to'one- and the ame this Þ Fr 
Bark Baptiſmal Waſhing, and they arc boih of them of the lame midqgle Voice, of? the ſame Imperative ' Mood, 


* ES 
"BLN 


ved from the ſame firſt Aorift, of the ſame Number, of the ſame Gender, and of the ſame Perſon, and therefore 
both according to conſenting Scripture, and in righe Reaſon, ſhould have the fame fignification,. cirber Adive, i of 
Paſſive. or borh ARive and Paſſive 3 let it then and therefore be Here minded and conſidered, \ that; whatever of Paſs 
five Significancy-rhe latter of them may have in part, as the ſame Verboſthe ſame middle Voice has in another Mood; 

X Cor. 6. x, which muſt be made vp by the ſupply of fame Prepoſition hereof jgmd; ſaith. Pjſcaror; which is wanting; 
and muſt be put before the Accuſaciye Caſe, dns ms duagnes oe Wallithou off according to, or concerning of 
becauſe for, or by reaſdn of thoſe Sins of thine; yet itill at leaſt mainly according to Grammar-Synrax and Pfopriety 3 

t muſt be AQive here 3 and ſuch a Syntax is found ih other Authors, particulatly id Homir, Ihas, &, . - 
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ty —_ If, by - 
ay the Fleſh of the Foreskin 3 and *Cireumelſe@'the reſt of the 
alesin' Ny which tho more at' preſent, 'tll} Controvertifis leave their 
hens of Va Fon in contending and grow cool, and becorhe Men of Uoderſiending, 
of amore excellent Spirit.) © But, he knew no ſich! Adrniniſtrator to his atisfacti- 
on: For; if the Hiſtorian have not wro nged ſome of the firſt ſo baptized in Holland, 
which'is too uſual, one eb1i Smith, "a Member of Henry Ainſworth's Church there, 
being excommunicated fo forne ſcandalous Offence,” is reported to be one of the 
firſt, bd baptized himſelf firſt,afterwards baptized others : : and this Story brought 
no good report of fuch an Adminiftrator to 5 bem Acher. 
Ortwo Men according to their Principle in their Judgment altogether unbapti- 
1b Fre; did baptize one another at the firſt, and afterwards di baptize others : : 
Ind i were many bf che Baptizings in rg reported originally to be in one if 
not ih two Inſtances,” where alſo no extraordinary Call from God thereunto, chat 
| eye he et heard of, is'pretended or pleaded. | 
Ox elf 2 private baptized Brother, 'no lawfully called Miniſter of Chriſt, nor- 
\ Gntlained Officer in a true Church, did baptize others: and fo he under< 
fff z ere ſome of 'the choiceſt and' beſt accounted Baptizings in the eftcem of 
{ many, of fevera} of the baptized ones -in London; carried on by one who always-re- 
” fu ed tobe apy Miniſter, of ordained Officer in the Church. - He has been credibly 
ras nformed by two yet alive in this City of London, who.were Mcmbersof the tirt 
AURA \ Chiirch of Baptized Believers here, that their hrſt Adminiſiragor was one who bap- 
gy tized himſelf, or, elle he and another baptized one. another, and ſo. gathered & 
"Church 5 which was ſ oppoſed in Publick and in Private, that they were dil 
ed out of their Chuch-State and Conſtitation, out of their Call to Office 3 that 
able to juſtify cheir Princi cand Practice by the Word,they were broken 
red. © This, toge ich that which goes immediately before, be was 
tisfied about ; becauſe, when he doth look into both the Typical Admi- 
_ n the Old Teſtament, and Antitypical ones in the New, ſtill they were 
3; ape 3.49 "i Both, * Commiſſioned,” Ordained Miniſters and Officers appointed thereunto, 
1/Gen Re Ver: extraordinarily and Rig Y by the LORD thereunto 3 a Call from 
pts: whom they could evidence; by ſomewhac:, extraordinary to themſelves and others, 
_ 3,4 5- th ſpecial call trom Jebazwb a®/obime: ſuch an Adminifirator was Noeb in 
Ma BE Mas. the Ark ſuch was Moſer under the-Cloud and in the Red Sea 3 ſuch was 
Fats Ib 6” Boptift, whole Eaptilitiwib from Heavell* (Ler the Queſtion here be as 
Jound Anſwer * wellterurned, Who aptized Fobn ?. and whence was his Bapti 
3 Say fb. Such were the Apoliles of Chriſt, and other Miniſters and Officers ordained by 
Joh, 3- 23 3 chem, or extraordinarily and immedtateh ſent ME {pecially BE graced, and 
= 18-1 9119 - alled by Chrift thereunto. + 5h 
: © "Orelſc ſuch one a8 —_ wham.{ i 
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e's other Way was thete then yet left in't 
firiefa@tion ; Be having been "hen ſo' MG nes . i as 
Creatune-Authotities mn theſe matters of Religion, and having given 'up him ys 
wholly #nd entirely <o Chtift as his one and only LORD and Lawpiver: and 'to 
the Word bf Chrilt as the' one: and only Rule of Faith; Worlbip and Life and 
gwrepleat Summary of all eſcful Atts and profitable Sciences i and having! had fo 
many ſealing Experiences of 'Chbift's mote immediate: and” "extraordinary Teach« 

_ Ings, Callings, Healin ad ONT {by his holy Spiric from his Father in his Word, 
and having paſſed be ore thrider' a Fir baptized with the holy Spirit, he 
with one more travelled” from London fo Salibury, where, about the middle of 
the Day, in the broad River of that City, which runs with living water, he re- 
eeived his being baptized as by the Hand of Chriſt himſelf; in the Face of the Hea- 
vens, and fo paſſed under Water, and: baptized another: 2nd futther alſo received 

Impolition,: Boe firetching out by ſaying on'of Hands, 7s from this God: Man;from 
—_ on ; no 5 higher Lge in his glorified Humanity: Chrift being 
the-Aut this both Watct a ije-Ba iſm, and fretchin C 
bo of wr SP Pe ſin g out and laying- I? 

iThe Reader or Hearer of this Waris i dcfiret to naked little and in nat = 
thouehts, and here to ponder a while upon this weighty Conſiderable; 'In bg _ by 

ind parts of this Hiſtorical Declaration, the LORD has graciouſly given unto Office, Ads 

hem Acher ſomewhat of * a Spiric of Diſcerning, whereby to diſcern Spirits for +? 2) % 
the preſent, and to foreſee Ping, of thoſe Propheſied Methods which he will ofe,to i6.&iz. ot | 
fect in order the Affairs of his Houſ: towards and'in the latter-day-Glory® whereb) 
Sher is enabled to truſt Chritt for Afterwards, or Aﬀterneſſes, cr what ſhall here- 
_ aſter come to pals ; 3 The holy Spirit working and diftributing what Gift he will 
to whom he will.” Theſe two Parts arc his mote than erdinary, both Call to the 
Miniſterial Office and Work, and: way and: manner of his PerfeQing of Ba ptiſm, | 
Boch which being more immediately derived from {| Chrilt; that Head- Officer of rob. 
the Charch he has the advantage and opportunity ot holding forth before others, [ by i 
. this, a5 one of the great Truths of the * preſent Age, the way and meansof Febp- j 23.8 4.7,—16. 
, Veb's bringing his People F to meaſure ll Adminitijations according to the Pro : Lo 25 ons 
Phetical Pa/ſtern and promiſed Platform will be, by raiſing 6:4 bi pitring, graceing, bt ang <4 bays 
; calling, and ſending forth ſome extraordinary Meſſen ger, 4s wx Heaven,to open, NON 

interpret, ar ply, and promote this revealed Myttery, "relating the avproaching Plal 74. 9. 
Glory of the latter days. ' Por not now over-haſtily adds, that, chi isararc 
Artitice, and a witty Invention; for Shew. hereby to point out himſelf to he this 

Fpecial:Propher, by a new Naine, which he Afames to himſelf; as if the foregoi 
Prophers did direct as with'a Fi inger to hin, *as that Eljab the Prophet, or one ji 
the Spiric of that E/jab, who was to come, and to reſtore zl} things,and ſo to take 
this glorious honour unto himſe]t. For, he doth not cry up himſclf ro be this ve-. 
| Ty Meſſenger: tho Fehev4h Flobim way uſe anggemploy whom he pleaſerh in this 
Ef honorable Work, and Shent is ſomewhat prepayed'in Heart,by the Holy God&pirit, 

greatly and'to give all the Glory to the LORD, might he live to. ee ii 
my is day and time, ſuch a « jentiſe-Minifter or Minibers, 23anAn clo or Ange Strom * 
_ Heaven to come' forth with the pure Word of G , altogether treed from all ®e-+ * PC 12-8. If42 
Y mw humane Mixtures whatſhever, cither the very Original ir ſelforan xa@ Copy 3.1 ho arty, FR 
word for word, znd bcing dothed with the : Spirit may preach i it abroad witt Ir " r ” 
'2nd Snccefs, tho Shem as to this more eminent, , wete kid aſide, anc Jo = lhe 
be priviledged with fitting at rhe Feet of fucha Yn: to'regeive words a8from 
Crit by ſuch an cxtraordinary Meſſenger, But, tis is that which he has fu irc hr 
tofafi in thi ajtters that, Ds es ſpecial Favour freely hedge 7 


ncr [ "1 him, anhhaxla er mace 
:; before-whict knee will thy Voice eG, and.call " ſend/ſome peculiar 
or Officersof bis, as * a publick Cryer, with this Royal Proclamation :. That, 
his Chrift as King of Kin Ku LORD of Loxds, ,is about to come to crown his 
Cing) Law, h his written. Word and revealed Will therein, as the "one, and the 


only living abiding Rule, for all Churches and States to walk and-to meaſure All 
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WE det 5 pda in the Margin be noted well., Theſe Crycrsand Proclaimers 
pub iq Of ticersto give open notice..of ſome State or Church-Atair, -whereof 

apr ing, Prieſt, and Prophet, the LORD Jeſus Chriſt, thinks good to 
js, as by ſound of trumpetin Voice; that, all and every one 

cerned may ave the certain knowlec lg and timely warning thereof; It 

muſt Lewith ſuch Fl 9 bs ſound as is heard at a'far diſtance, that, no one may 
pretend or plead Ignorance, when within hearing with the Voice of one crying, 
calling by Name thoſe he meets, and by expreſs Word, gathering a Convocation 
and "Aﬀſermbly, reading ſome part of the Book and Law and Will of God, preaching 
ſome Evangelical Word unto thew, who give the hearing : For, this Voice, in the 
6, 7, & B,. ver. of the 40th chap. of Iſaiab, is diſtin from the foregoing Voice, in 
the 3, 64, vers which was more fulfilled in and by the Minitiry of f Fobn the Bap- 
th, Joby delivered his Meſſage faithfully both as to-his Miniſterial and Baptiſmal 
Office, at the enterance .of- the New-Teſtament-Adminitiration of Grace, when 
Chriſt was coming ſhortly after-in his ſtate of Humiliation. But; ſome other or 0- 
thers, will be called and ſent forth about this latter, and toward the-latter-day- 
Glory, a little before Chriſt's coming in the Clouds in his fate of Exalcation, as 
the 9,10, & 11, ver; of the formentioned Chapter will evidence, to a diſcerning 
conliderate Reader,when che Sioners ſhall be Evangalized and gathered into Church- 
Flocks, unto a purer way than'ever yet. When the Fews ſhall be in a a preparedneſs 
for this great turn, and thereby ad þ ready for the LORD, at that time, '* as at 
the beginning of the New-Teftameni-Diſpenſation of Grace, ſome Miniſters from 


among the, Jews were employed in converting and baptizing of the Gentiles 3 fo 
now!:in theſe later = ſome of the Non lalſiene; may have the honour to be 


7k And where 


lie {Ry mk ftill requiring a Sign, 1 Cor.1.22, 5. For as for thoſe few of their Brethren 
thi day, who by outward Profeſſion and Confeſſion do own Chriſt tobe the true 


2 jab already come inthe Fleſh, Shem Acher never yet met with any of them, (he 


s;conferred with about five or fix of ſuch) who come forth with any thing extra- 
ordinary, viſible mark and gift upon them, as to a being clothed with the Spirit, 
And that Baptiſm which they have received, at leaſt ſome of ena if not all, has 
been from corrup Fauggs ina ſel 
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2 Cor, I2. It. of 
. Es | I Gor. 14.1 F 
rades the ſtanding Miniltry. |: Before Moſes there were, Adam, | Enoch, Noab, Abra- vg a 

| Hh Þo 20» | 


David, Solomon, Nathan, Gad, Elijah, Eliſe, Michejab, Eſains, Jeremiah, Exdkid, 11 © | 
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NUIct'on by . 
flice; whether Nationa > C dee! evi Hoy for NG their 
> rot eo "oar i by: Sucteffor gfe People; or what elſe? Thax, 
| Bneand another nt: 7 yorbethink themſelves of a more Scriptural way, woke” "*e 
| fa iting of Chriſtians, + As Scrig 


— ew (o it ſhall bein this Buns San 
E  Apoftolick; Evangelick; and otherways-extraordinary Mini- 
an AR: Teaching, 5 Ih Migiltty,; xevived and ales 
LY and bleſſed, ſuch ſpecial Adminiſtrators in Chriſt's Houſe, by. whom 
teſort fhalbeto the Mouth of  Fabovuh, to ask Counſel at an Oracte of -#lobim ; 
who haxin all Ages'of his Church, both before and fince-the Apodlle's days; ſent 
* ms (pcrialMeſlenger vr Meſſenger to witneſs for Himſelf, and for the Truths of 
:Religion, againſt the Corruptions of the Tinies "and Age wherein they 
lived, :tho the number of ſuch under many Providences'has been bur ſmall, and the 
We and Churchies have not {0 ſhined forth with viſible POP," and out-= 
ward G 
Thevwinny; if Febouih out Zlohim nd Adonai, dobring it forth by and in the 
| Hand of his Pore khnkcs, ſhortly come abroad a Scriptute-DireQory, concerning an 
Houſe for the Sons of the Prophets, - for the taining up of (ich, whoſe Hearts the 
LORD ſhall make willing co fiudy uſeful Arts and Sciences in the Book of Books, 
the Holy Scriptures of Truth, Tnhpii Gifts, and Acquited Gifts, where * both 
are fandtitied, how uſeful arc they when employed for the Editication of the Church 
and People of Chriſt? | And,/1who of us can tell,- but that the open declaring for 
both-theſe by fome Gentile-Chriffians, -and Believers, and. Miniſters, - who expreſs 
their Faith in Prophetick Scriptures, that + chere, arc dear at hand ſome aoa 
nidre immediate Inſpirings fromthe Holy Spirit wich excraordinary Chariſms, or 
ain Gifts, and thoſe of of Miracles, and Gifts of Healings,' and of 
| tly 3 (For, * che Fewrdo to this day icquire a Sign) -and who 
—_ do in the uſe gl ordinary means wait upon'the Holy Spirit for his inner 
Teachings, and.-for his Bleſfingsof their tome Endeavours, ' and diligent In- 
uſtry, -otcheir ſerious cryings after Scripture-Knowledy in the Original Language, 
givi \their Voice for Underftanding, ſecking her as Silver, and-ſeazching for 
: For, (the Greedy do fill ſeck after Wiſdom, Tfay,who knows, 


burthar) both Jaw and Gentile may fall in love with this Art of Atts; and'Science 
_ of Scietices, if Jebovah will in either, / or in both theſe ways give Wiſdom / out of 


whoſe Mouth Knowled ang Underſtanding: when Wiſdom ſhall thus enter -intv 


how pleaſant will EKnowledg be to the;Soul?' + As the LORD herets- 

rec lome of the Chriſtianized Fo to be under him his Apoſtles, for the 
converting of the Gentiles fo, i xter Days,' he may honour, ſome of the 
xiflianized Geariles to be under hims his A poliles, for the convertingiof the | Fews 
ſrailites 2 * then ſhall the LORD. 4 rop- "egievedee) Ones, bethe-mutual 
Gloryor exch othe Oh Sp re Wn eye 
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Wy $ tyore t Acher to this 
the Mitiſtty, the LORD has given bit a willing and read is Off 1nd 
Ip o/fpeh ra be ſpent in his Service, and HeSollls 5 a6 pid heart Bl 
Have ' comparable for Miles and for Countries with Pas, Yet he has h 
{Deſire that way;if Chritt had called, ard enabled Him therettito 3 Ind he had 
Hofiour put pot him, to be 6ne of the firſt hs ſet lip opett Yep: J* 
* rote Bebe Fran And' for his Diligence itt P $36 fo Wl] Bhi: 
many, of whith he gave good Teftithony through & (to the God! of hi 
Giaee he aſcrives al the H6nour }) e ny adorns irf 4 teat Town 
Dirceiſhire, and afterwards,” whilt above ninyedts'the LORT! wy rifoner, Jo» 
wi: the latter end of which part of his Ovafinenictic in" Poets he dtd. preach 
ſixteen times a week for ſorts weeks, beſides other occaſion | work's and fine hl 
totning near, or into the City of Londen, He has not been idle; 
2&5 for filthy Livcre, he his not '6 preedity Guphtit. © Whilft he Kelibel Tiitiz- 
Maintenance in a private Parith, Shih Wis next one Hutidied 'poitnds by'the 
, tt was {pent them” it Hoſpitality, in pr oviditip, for the Poor, Ih 
buying of Bibles and ſuch'like; in ſerting the Poo on wotk'; for he ſuffered nv 
Beggar knowingly of all the Pariſhioners: and towards Ri - with them, he laid 
out about three hundred pounds' in building: a tiew Houſe, Whith he left ts ſiich 
a5 ſhould -after ſucceed hitn to labour in the Word and Dodtihe, This Effate He 
freely left, to anſwer a Call unto a Neighbotir Town, whert was much Work, arid 
licttle Wapts3 For, the ſmall Tithes belon; ping to the Vicartpe were fo inconfi de- 
_table, that when one whole years Profits were given to the Libs upon the | nes 
» ence-AR, the Men who was to gather the Profits for the Kirig, had at the yeats 
end lafd out about five ſhillings more for detittiation and itt colleditig thin he hatl 
tectived 4 which he doth not mention to reffeR it upon 'the boo of thit 
Town, fotne whereof were not backward in contributing 3 but all that, and 
fourſeore pounds Annuity of His own, ſetled 'uport hirh' by h «Farhi, was ſperit 
= the place (except what wis laid ont in Books, and ſiich-like,) He alfo fres- 
hy teffored Thitty pounds, out of which hitnſelf took not orc Hillitig, 'which' was 
'Y by ſine of the Town, and paid to'an Aſiftant, as an Augmenratlon, 
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